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BOROUGH  OP  DAVERTRI 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH 

POR  THE 

YEAR  1955 


H.  A.  HAMILTON  SUMMERS, 
M.B. , B.Gh.  ,B.A.O,  ,D.P.H. 


To  The  IVIayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Daventry; 


Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Reioort  of  the  Medioal 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1955,  incorporating  that  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector, 

From  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough  for  1955  i't  vdll 
be  observed  that  there  vjas  a sharp  rise  in  both  the  Birth  and  Death 
rates,  although  the  latter  remained  substantially  belo-.v  the  national 
figure.  Causes  of  death  shov;ed  no  change  from  the  x:)revious  year, 
various  forms  of  Heart  Disease  accounting  for  the  largest  nuirber, 
follo'/jed  by  Cerebral  Catastrophes,  and  Cancer,  in  that  order, 

l^basles  provided  almost  all  of  the  124  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  there  being  no  deaths  from  any  such  cause, 

7 nen  cases  of  Tuberculosis  ■';jere  also  notified,  6 being  respiratory, 
Once  again,  no  deaths  resulted  from  this  disease. 

Housing  matters  can  be  said  to  have  imde  excellent  progress 
during  the  period  under  revie\J,  70  houses  allocated  for  the  purpose 
of  industrial  development  vjere  completed  and  occupied,  a further  16 
also  being  made  available  for  local  needs.  Private  development  \'7as 
rather  slow,  9 houses  only  being  built. 

Pressure  was  well  maintained  in  regard  to  Slum  Clearance, 

25  houses  being  dealt  with  under  the  various  Housing  Acts,  whilst  9 
were  demolished.  The  figures  quoted  include  two  Clearance  Areas 
confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  following 
a public  enquiry. 

Additional  work  directed  towards  a similar  end  was  carried 
out  in  oonneotion  with  a report  required  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954.  As  a result  of  a survey  imde  for  the  purpose 
101  unfit  houses  were  reported  upon  and  it  was  decided  tliat  a period 
of  1 2 years  would  be  necessary  for  the  rehousing  of  all  the  inhabitants 
involved,  if  the  work  was  to  be  done  economically. 

In  conclusion,  thanlcs  are  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  all 
who  contributed  in  any  way  towards  the  compilation  of  this  rex)ort,  to 
the  Chairmn  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  help  and 
encouragement,  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  details  of  preventive 
measures  against  infectious  diseases,  and  to  the  Director  of  the  Mass 
Miniature  Radiography  Unit  for  information  about  the  third  survey 
carried  out  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 

H.  A.  HAMILTON  SUMI.IERS, 

August  1956  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1 


‘K 


I 


•..i  :i 


r r 


r • 


■h 


• ' . r 


V 


r 


\ ’ I*  ; 


B 0 R 0 U a H 


DAVENTRY 


0 P 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: 

Counoillor  T,  R,  V/ebb  (Chairman); 

Aldermen  D.  C.  Arnull  and  L.  B,  Butcher 

Councillors  W,  A, Clements,  E.  N,  Levjis, 

J,  B,  Moser,  H,W,C.  Richardson, 

L.  E.  V/hitmee, 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough  Council: 

H,  A,  Hamilton  Summers,  M«B,,  B.Ch,  ,B, A, 0,  ,D.P,H, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

also  holds  the  appointments  of 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Daventiy  Rural  District  Council, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Brixviorth  Rural  District  Council, 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 

County  School  Medical  Officer, 


G-.  N,  Schofield,  M.S.I.A, , C.R.S.I,, 
Borough  Sanitary  Inspector 


Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Poods, 
Shops  Act  InsxJector, 

Petroleum  Officer. 
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Sm'IMi\P.Y  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1933 


Area  (in  acres) 
Population 


3633 

4500 


Number  of  separate  dviiel  lings 

occ  unied 

• • • 

...  1 372 

Rateable  Value  1955  (April) 

• • • 

...  £31.697 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate 

• • • 

...  £123. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Rate 

per  1000  estimated  population) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

Rate  E & W 

Legitimate 

40 

39 

79 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

40 

39 

79 

17.55 

14.96 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Rate  per  1 000 

live  and 

still 

births) 

Le  gitirrate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

36.58 

23.1 

DEATHS  (all  causes) 

29 

30 

59 

13.11 

14. 64 

DEATHS  PROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

(llatornal  Mortality) 

NIL 

1 

INPilNT  MORTALITY 

(Deaths 

under  1 year  per  1000 

live  births) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

NIL 

NEONATAL  IDRTALITY 

NIL 

DEATHS  PROI.I  BIPECTIOUS  DISEASES 


NIL 


4d. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29152744 


?.ORTAI.ITY  Ti\BLS,  1933 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female  , 

I 

Total 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

3 

i 

5 

8 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

5 

3 

13 

Coronary  Disease  of  the  Heart 

2 

4 

6 

Heart  Disease  (other) 

8 

9 

17 

Ciixjulatory  Disease  (other) 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Pne  umonia 

- 

1 

1 

Syx:)hilitic  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

Hyi^erplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

- 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomch  and  Duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  Illdefined  diseases 

4 

I 

1 

5 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

- 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

29 

I 

30 

59 

Stillbirths 

I 

1 

2 

i 

3 

SMIARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  OVER  PREVIOUS  5 YEARS 


f 

Year  ; 

— 

Estimated 

Births 

Deaths 

1 

; 

Population 

No, 

Crude 

Under  1 year 

All  apies 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No, 

Crude  Rate 

1950 

4240 

58' 

I 

13.6 

5 

89.6 

53 

12.4 

1951 

4095 

62 

15.1 

4 

64.5 

51 

12,4 

1952 

41 00 

74 

18.  C4 

3 

40.54 

184 

44*  8 

1953 

4164 

51 

12,24 

2 

39.21 

204 

48.9 

1954 

4190 

63 

15.03 

1 

15.87 

43 

10,  26 

1955 

4500 

79 

17.71 



Nil 

, 

Nil 

59 

13.11 
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SECTION  A. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions 


AEEA 

The  acreage  enclosed  by  the  Borough  Boundary  suggests  a much 
larger  tovm  than  is,  in  fact,  the  case.  This  is  because  the  area  is 
mainly  of  a rural  nature,  being  built-up  and  developed  onl^  to  a 
relatively  minor  extent. 

The  Central  urban  portion  '/Vithin  the  Borough  Boundary  is  of  a 
very  old  foundation  and  is  son^vjhat  densely  concentrated  on  elevated 
ground  at  the  foot  of  Borough  Hill,  on  which  eminence  can  be  seen  the 
aerial  masts  of  one  of  the  oldest  wireless  broadcasting  stations. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  with  development  the  nature  of  the 
town  is  steadily  undergoing  a change,  Y/hat  is  virtually  a new  Daventry 
is  being  erected  on  slowly  rising  ground  to  the  North  of  the  old  town, 
producing  an  inevitable  contrast  between  the  older  cramped  properties 
below  Borough  Hill  and  the  new,  we  11 -spaced  modern  dwellings  novj  being 
constructed, 

POPULATION 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  in  1955,  calculated  by  the 
Registrar  General,  was  A, 500  representing  an  increase  of  310  on  the 
1954  figure.  Natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was 
calculated  to  be  20,  as  in  1953,  the  difference  being  due  mainly  to 
movement  into  the  tam  in  connection  with  industrial  expansion, 

DEATHS 

59  deaths  compared  with  43  for  the  previous  year,  gave  a rate 
of  13.11  (standardised  rate  - 9.97)  coiipared  with  10,26  for  1954. 

BIRTHS 

Live  births  numbered  79,  giving  a rate  of  17*55  por  thousand 
live  births,  compared  with  a rate  of  14*96  for  England  and  Wales, 

The  Standar^sed  Rate  was  18,6,  well  in  advance  of  the  national  figure. 

STILLBIRTHS 

TEree  stillbirths  were  recorded  for  the  year,  giving  a rate  of 
0.66  per  thousand  total  population,  or  36.58  per  thousand  live  and  still 
births, 

ILLSGITmTE  BIRTHS 

No  illegitimate  births  took  place  during  the  year,  conpared  with 
3 in  1 954* 

MTERN/iL  MORTALITY 

No  naterml  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year, 

INFANT  mTALITY 

No  death  under  the  age  of  1 year  occurred  during  1955,  a.  most 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 
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SECTION  B. 


General  jft:ovisions  of  Health  Service 


LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  available  for 
YJork  in  connection  vjith  the  diagnosis  and  control  of  Infectious  Diseases, 
It  is  situated  adjacent  to  Northanqpton  General  Hospital, 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  attached  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  utilised 
for  the  transport  of  infectious  disease  cases.  General  medical  and 
surgical  cases  are  moved  by  units  of  the  St,  John  Ambulance  Brigade, 
acting  as  agents  for  the  County  Council, 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Abbey  Buildings  on  the 
third  Friday  of  each  month,  A monthly  Antenatal  Clinic  is  also  conducted. 

There  is  still  no  peirmanent  Dental  Clinic  in  the  tovm  but  the 
County  Council  Ifobile  Dental  Unit  pays  periodic  visits, 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  continued  to  serve  both 
the  Borough  and  the  surrounding  Rural  District, 

Commencing  in  August  1955  ^ chest  clinic  service  ^las  instituted 
at  fortnightly  intervals  in  the  Danetre  Hospital,  Such  a seradce  has 
already  proved  a boon  to  patients  in  the  tcn'Jn,  on  account  of  the  relative 
ease  of  attendance  compared  with  previous  extensive  joumeyings  in  order 
to  see  a specialist, 

NURSING  AT  HOME 

The  County  Council  provides  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses 
to  visit  homes  as  and  when  necessary.  Home  Helps  may  also  be  obtained 
when  required  by  application  to  the  same  Authority, 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

All  infectious  disease  ’cases,  excepting  only  Tuberculosis 
sufferers,  can  obtain  suitable  treatment  at  Harborough  Road  Isolation 
Hospital,  Northanpton,  while  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  receive 
treatment  at  Danetre  Hospital,  Northarapton  General  Hospital  or  Hospital 
of  St,  Gross,  Rugby, 
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SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circuinstanoes  of  the  Distriot 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Borough’s  \7ater  su'pply  vjas  '.veil  mintained  throughout  the 
year  by  the  I/Iid-Northairqptonshire  Water  Boai^,  and  ^'^as  not  only  adequate 
in  quantity,  but  of  a very  high  level  of  purity. 

Good  progress  vjas  made  by  the  Water  Board  in  their  scheme  to 
bring  water  to  Daventry  including  supplying  all  villages  en  route. 

Water  mains  had  been  laid  to  the  village  of  Dodford  where  a reservoir  was 
being  built,  and  water  would  be  pumped  from  there  to  the  Borough  reservoir. 
It  is  expected  to  increase  the  amount  of  water  stored  at  Borough  Hill  by  a 
million  gallons,  the  present  storage  capacity  being  350,000  gallons. 

One  feels  confident  that  this  well  planned  scheme  will  afforvi  an  adequate 
water  supply  to  meet  the  domestic  and  industrial  needs  of  the  expansion 
programme . 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Visits  were  made  to  premises  where  cases  of  infectious  disease 
occurred  and  suitable  means  of  disinfection  were  carried  out  as  necessary. 
Advice  was  given  to  householders  regarding  stops  to  be  taken  to  help  prevent 
the  spread  of  infection  to  contacts. 

There  was  very  little  work  caused  by  houses  becoming  infested  with 
vermin,  and  only  2 oases  were  found.  In  both  instances  the  houses  were 
sprayed  with  insecticide  and  there  was  no  furtlier  trouble, 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEV/AGE  DISPOSAL 


Seri.ous  overloading  of  the  Council’s  sewerage  works  continued  with 
the  result  that  a foul  effluent  was  being  discharged  into  the  None  River 
Board’s  reservoirs.  This  has  gone  on  for  a number  of  years  but  has  become 
much  worse  with  the  development  taking  place.  When  one  considers  that  the 
Council  passed  plans  during  1955  to  build  1l^.2  new  houses,  and  the  Education 
Authority  had  commenced  building  operations  on  a new  school  along  Ashby 
Road  together  with  arrangements  by  llessrs,  British  Timken  to  double  the 
size  of  their  factory,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the  Ministry  of 
Health  is  holding  up  the  Council’s  scheme  for  construction  of  a new  sev7age 
works.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry  will  permit  this  work  to  be  carried  out 
at  the  earliest  date  as  the  health  and  groc.Tth  of  the  to'.Tn  are  dependent  on 
satisfactory  facilities  being  provided  for  the  treatment  of  its  sewage. 

Work  was  being  carried  out  to  lay  a large  sewer  from  the  Braunston 
Road  housing  site  to  the  sewage  works,  and  an  extension  of  the  sewer  along 
London  Road  was  also  being  undertaken.  In  both  oases  these  sev7ers  will  make 
possible  the  development  of  land  which  is  highly  suitable  for  building 
purposes. 
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RCDEKT  CONTROL 


The  number  of  rat  infestations  treated  \7as  slightly  less  than  that 
for  the  previous  year,  as  shcn/Jn  belovj,  and  in  addition,  5 treatments  were 
carried  out  at  dwelling  houses  where  complaints  were  received  of  trouble  with 
mice. 


During  the  year  the  lUnistry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  held  a 
refresher  course  for  rodent  operators  and  the  Council  arranged  for  their 
operator  to  attend.  The  Ministry  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  success  of 
these  courses  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  information  on  now  methods  of 
rodent  control  can  best  be  passed  on  direct  to  persons  engaged  in  such  work. 

It  is  also  an  opportunity  for  rodent  operators  to  exch^ge  views  on  the 
treatments  carried  out  in  their  areas  throughout  the  county  as  a whole. 

One  point  of  interest  was  that  rats  were  found  to  be  living  in 
open  ground  as  late  in  the  year  as  December,  this  being  considered  to  be  due 
to  the  veiry  fine  weather  we  continued  to  ergey  during  the  late  autumn  and 
early  winter. 

Sewers  were  check-baited  twice  yearly  and  have  been  free  from  serious 
infestation.  The  Council’s  refuse  tip  and  sewerage  works  wore  constantly 
under  surveillance  and  treatment. 

Details  of  treatment  of  rat 


Dwelling  houses 
Business  Premises 
Local  Authority 
Agricultuial 

RaFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  was  maintained  at  weekly  intervals 
throughout  the  year,  and  can  be  considered  to  bo  a very  satisfactoiy  service 
to  residents  within  the  Borough, 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  a site  along  the  Daventry  - 
Weedon  Road,  ard.  the  tip  was  kept  in  a reasonable  condition  during  the  period 
through  constant  attention  for  the  prevention  of  infestation  by  rats, 

A fairly  large  quantity  of  soil  has  ncra  been  deposited  on  the  old  tip  surface 
which  is  situated  along  Ashby  Road,  and  as  it  is  some  bi/io  years  since  refuse 
was  last  talcen  thei^,  sufficient  consolidation  has  nen.v  taken  place  to  allow 
this  covering  material  to  be  pro]perly  spread.  In  time  the  site  will  be 
available  for  some  other  purpose  more  in  harmony  with  the  surrounding  lands 
and  premises. 

The  Health  Committee  continued  to  deal  v7ith  the  question  of  defective 
dustbins  used  by  private  houses,  and  14  bins  v/ere  supplied  under  the  Council’s 
scheme,  iraking  a total  of  33  dustbins  supplied  since  the  scheme  was  adopted 
during  1 954.  In  addition,  23  bins  were  provided  by  owners/occupiers  wishing 
to  purchase  their  ov7n  dustbins. 


infestations  are  set  out  below 


1954 

65 

6 

7 


1955 

59 

4 

6 
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MOVABLE  DVffiLLINGS 


All  suoh  lioensod  dwellings  were  carefully  observed  to  ensure 
the  HBintenance  of  a reasonable  standaiTd  of  hygiene,  and  the  provision 
of  adequate  amenities. 

The  Council  were  only  concerned  with  applications  to  station 
individual  caravans  within  the  Borough  and,  although  such  dwellings  have 
very  restricted  accommodation  for  other  than  temporary  occupation,  their 
use  does  continue  in  most  cases  as  a result  of  the  housin.g  shortage  which 
still  exists. 

NATIOML  ASSIST/d^CE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  47 

No  action  under  this  Act  proved  necessary  during  the  year, 
FETROLEM  EECUL.iT IONS  ACTS  1928  and  1 936 


20  Licenses  were  granted  to  the  occupiers  of  i^re raises  to  store 
Petroleum  Spirit  in  accordance  with  the  i^rovisions  of  the  Petroleum  Acts 
and  Regulations. 

One  new  underground  petroleum  store  was  built  during  the  year. 
Your  Inspector  supervised  the  testing  of  the  new  tanks  installed  and  in 
addition  the  existing  tanks  at  one  filling  station  were  found  satisfactory 
on  being  subjected  to  pressure  tests. 
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SECTION  D 


Housing 

1955  a year  of  intense  activity  in  this  field,  due  alraost 
exclusively  to  the  demands  iied.e  upon  resources  by  the  industrial  development 
programme  novj  so  vjell  established.  By  the  end  of  the  year  70  houses  had 
been  completed  and  occupied,  and  operations  had  begun  on  the  erection  of  a 
further  114  houses  for  the  same  purpose.  Local  needs  Mere  not  forgotten 
16  Council  houses  being  completed  and  occupied. 

The  fact  that  the  x)opulation  increased  by  310  during  the  year,  and  cases  of 
overcravding  decreased  markedly,  indicates  that  the  proportion  of  up-to-date 
living  accommodation  now  available  in  the  town  has  reached  a very  high 
figure.  The  contrast  with  that  which  is  less  satisfactory  has  become  all 
the  more  marked. 

No  relaxation  was  permitted  in  the  efforts  to  dispose  of  unfit 
dwellings,  t'vio  Clearance  Orders  involving  10  houses  being  oorifirraed,  three 
Demolition  and  three  Closing  Orders  being  made  by  the  Council,  and  a total 
of  9 houses  demolished.  Much  time  was  also  spent  by  the  Staff  of  the 
Sanitaiy  department  in  re-surveying  the  older  properties  for  the  purpose 
of  a report  required  under  Section  I of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954.  As  a result  of  this  work  101  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  were  reported  on,  in  addition  to  1 6 houses  still  occupied  out  of 
42  already  condemned,  and  a reasonable  time  for  rebuilding  in  order  to 
rehouse  all  the  families  involved  was  put  at  1 2 years. 

The  suggestion  in  last  year’s  rep)ort  that  the  cost  to  private 
owners  of  bringing  much  of  the  older  property  up  to  a state  comparable 
with  modern  housing  standards  would  prove  too  expensive  ax^pears  so  far 
to  have  been  justified.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1949,  only 
four  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  vjere  received,  as  in  the  previous 
year,  of  which  again  only  three  were  ap-proved  by  the  Council,  The 
reluctance  of  crrmers  to  attempt  such  imxDrovements  is  rather  perturbing  since, 
as  year  succeeds  year,  the  condition  of  property  deteriorates  further  and 
the  cost  of  rex^airs  etc,,  increases  greatly.  In  time,  the  Council  is 
likely  to  be  called  upon  to  conr.ider  rehousing  persons  from  x^rox^erty  which, 
although  at  present  not  so  bad  as  to  merit  classification  as  unfit,  provides 
few  of  the  amenities  and  comforts  now  common-place  in  all  modem  dwellings. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


I  Inspections  of  dvjellinghouses  during  the  year;- 

1 (a)  Number  of  d\TJellinghouses  inspected  for  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Act  defects  . . , 421 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  933 

2 Number  of  houses  fourrl  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  iiica^mble  of  repair  at  reasonable 

expense  ...  ...  1 01 

3 Number  of  dv;ellinghouses  (excluding  those  referred 
to  under  sub-head  2 above)  found  to  be  not  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  67 

II  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service 

of  formal  notice;- 

Number  of  defective  d’.vellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
authority  or  Officers  ...  ...  48 

III  Action  under  Statutory  pa\.7ers  during  the  year;- 

A Proceedings  under  Sec,  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936: 

1 Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  4 

2 Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after 
ser''7ioe  of  formal  notices 

fa)  by  owners  ...  ...  1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

B Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1 Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ...  ...  9 

2 Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: - 

fa)  by  owners  ...  ...  4 

(b)  by  Local  Authoritj^  in  default  of  owners  5 

C Proceedings  under  Sec.  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936:- 

1 Number  of  dwellin^ouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  3 

2 Number  of  dwellingliouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  9 

3 Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  by  informal 

agreement  v/ith  owners  ...  - 

4 Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  in  pursuance 
of  undertalcings  not  to  re  let  at  end  of  present 

tenancy  accepted  by  Council  under  Section  11  ..  3 
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D Prooeodings  under  Sects,  25  and  26  of  the  Housing  Act  1936:- 

1 Number  of  houses  dealt  \;ith  under  Section  25  •*.  - 

2 Number  of  Clearance  Orders  made  under  Section  26  . . . 2 


rv  Housing  Act  1936,  Part  IV  - Overorov^ding 

1 (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcro’vjded  at  e2nd  of 


2 Number  of  nev.'  cases  of  overcrovjding  reported 

during  year 

3 (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcravding  relieved 

during  year 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
if  Number  of  cases  in  \7hioh  dwellinghouses  became 
overcrov.'ded  again  after  Local  Authority 
had  taicen  steps  for  abatement  of  same 


year 

Number  of  families  dvJelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


8 

15 

52 

1 

8 

54 


Nil 


In  the  year  1955  ^ total  of  86  Council  and  9 private  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied,  a number  which  might  well  be  the  highest 
ever  built  d'-^itlng  one  year  in  the  whole  history  of  the  Borough* 

Further  to  the  record  figures  given  above,  by  the  end  of  1955  plans  had 
been  made  by  the  Council  and  building  operations  were  well  under  way  for 
the  construction  of  142  dwellings.  Out  of  this  number  99  houses  were 
being  built  to  house  British  Timlcen  employees  coming  from  the  Birmingham 
and  London  areas,  15  houses  for  other  new  industrial  firms  which  are 
bringing  employees  into  the  area,  and  28  dwellings  for  the  rehousing  of 
local  persons  on  the  housing  list. 

Consideration  was  given  by  the  Housing  Committee  to  the  housing 
needs  of  elderly  persons,  and  cut  of  the  accommodation  being  built  for 
local  persons,  4 bungalows  were  specially  designed  for  allocation  to  this 
kind  of  applicant.  The  total  number  of  houses  both  pre  and  post-war 
provided  by  the  Council  now  stands  at  433,  a-nd  this  figure  no\v  reveals 
that  just  over  one  third  of  all  housing  accommodation  within  the  Borough 
has  been  provided  by  the  Council, 
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SECTION  E 


Inspeotion  and  SupervlGion  of  Food  and  Drink 


Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  inspeotion  of  food 
premises  and  especially  regarding  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food. 
Improvements  have  been  obtained  at  somie  prendses  to  ensure  that  food 
was  adequately  protected  against  contamination  whilst  on  display  in  shops, 
and  also  certain  structural  alterations  have  been  effected.  One  inportant 
advance  in  the  regard  to  the  clean  food  campaign  was  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 

1 955  which  came  into  operation  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  Pood 
Hygiene  Regulations  made  thereunder.  These  much  heralded  regulations 
were  given  national  publicity  by  the  Idnister  of  Pood  and,  in  addition, 
the  various  food  traders*  organisations  gave  details  of  the  now  standards 
required  to  their  members  in  the  usual  trade  journals.  Prom  a local 
point  of  view  all  food  traders  within  the  Borough  were  notified  through 
your  Medical  Officer  of  the  changes  brought  about  by  these  regulations, 
and  were  invited  to  make  enquiries  concerning  their  premises. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  both  being  merribers  of 
one  family. 

The  milJc  supply  \ms  satisfactory  throughout  the  year  and  was  nearly 
all  supplied  by  tvjo  large  retailing  firms,  all  the  mill-:  being  supplied  in 
sealed  bottles  or  churns, 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  were  •vd sited  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  All  ice  cream  products  were  pre-wrapped,  there  being 
no  ice  cream  manufactured  locally. 

One  licensed  slaughterhouse  was  used  in  the  town  during  the  year 
by  the  occupier  of  a butcher's  shop;  other  butchers  continued  their 
previous  arrangements  and  had  aninals  slaughtered  outside  the  district. 

The  ];>l3-n  for  moderate  concentration  of  slaughterhouses  shows  that 
slaughtering  facilities  vdll  be  available  at  Northampton  to  meet  the  needs 
of  this  area,  and  support  was  given  by  the  Council  to  these  outline  i:)roposals. 
One  cannot  imagine  that  snail  family  butchers  will  contemplate  providing 
their  own  slaughterhouses  complete  with  modern  hygienic  equipment  as, apart 
from  the  cost  of  such  premises,  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  the  part-time 
services  of  skilled  slaughtermen.  It  would  seem  that  the  semi -centralisation 
of  slaughtering  as  it  exists  today  is  unlikely  to  change  to  any  considerable 
degree,  at  least  in  urban  areas,  when  the  Government's  scheme  comes  into 
operation. 
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The  foLlorwing  aniimls  v/ere  slaughtered  during  the  year  at  the  one 
private  slaughterhouse  situate  v;ithin  the  Borough: - 


I i 

I ; 

* ; 

— 

Cattle  I 
Excluding! 
Cows 

I 

i 

Cows  I 
- I 

1 

Calves  1 

1 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

— 

! 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known) 

43 

I 

f 

Nil 

5 

313 

55 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

f - ■ 

43 

- i 

5 

313 

55 

- 

i 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticei 

’Thole  carcases 

condemned  i 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

I Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

'ci 

1 

— 

4 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

9.3 

- 

20.0 

0.  95 

3.6 

- 

Tuberculosis  only: 

V/hole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  insi:)ected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

I 

I 

I 

- 

1 

- 

4. 6 

- 

I 

I 

i 

i 

I 

f 

“ 

1.8 

- 

I Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  ijart  or 
organ  was  condemned. 

i 

I Carcases  submitted 

I to  treatment  by 

I refrigeration 

I Generalised  and 
* totally  condemned 

I 

i 

t 

t 

I 

I 

! I 

1 

j 

I 

- 

_ 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

I 

I 

1 

- 

i 

j 

! 

I 

I 

- 

- 

i 

) 
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SECTION  N. 


Provalance  of,  and  control  over.  Infectious  Digoasos 


Notification  of  the  follo'.ving  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  received 
during  the  year  ending  31st  December  1955:- 


i 

I Disease 

. . 

— 

l^le 

— 

Perrale 

Total 

Rate  per  1000  total 
Population 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

0.  22 

^Vhooping  Cough 

3 

3 

0, 66 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

2 

0,24f 

Opthalmia  Neonatorium 

1 

1 

0,  22 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

2 

0,44- 

Encephalitis 

1 

- 

1 

0,  22 

Measles 

50 

63 

113 

2.51 

Puerperal  lyrexia 

- 

1 

1 

0.  22 

TOTAL 

58 

i 

66 

124 

No  cases  either  of  Diptheria  or  of  Polionye litis  were  notified 
during  the  year.  The  tao  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  referred  to  occurred 
amongst  meiibers  of  the  same  household,  the  xorecise  source  of  infection 
not  being  detected. 


Diptheria  Immunisation,  1 955 


Under  1 year  1 -4 

5-9  10-14 

Total 

Booster 

16  12 

13  1 

42 

49 

V/hooping  Cough  Vaccination  - 

1955 

Under  1 year  1-4 

5-14 

Total 

3 

1 

4 

Combined  Whoop, 

Cough/ 

Diptheria  29  11 

3 

43 

N,B,  The  figures  for  combined  immunisations  are  included  in  these  for 
Diptheria  given  above. 

Number  of  children  known  to  have  completed  full  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  31  st  December  1 955* 


Age  at  31/12/55 
i.e,  bom  in 

Under  "I 

1955 

1 i 

'54  : 

1 

2 

’53; 

3 

'52 

4 

'51 

5-9 

'46/50 

10-14 

'41/46 

. ...  1 

t 

Total 

Under  I5 

Number 

5 , 

52 

CO 

53 

.8 

256 

1 

219  i 

675 

SlvIALijPOX  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  the  nunibor  of  persons 
vaccinated,  mainly  children,  iremaining  at  last  year's  level. 
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VACCINATION  1 955 


Under  1 year 

1 —A- 

5-14 

15  plus 

Total 

Rrimaiy  37 

1 

1 

5 

Vf 

Re-vacoination 

- 

- 

7 

7 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Ago  and  Sex  distribution  of  nevJ  oases  and  deaths  1 955 


Besigmtion 

Males 

1 

Females 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

Other 

Pulmonary 

. 

Other 

Notified  1 955 

6 

- 

1 

1 

; 

1 

7 

In’.lard  Transfers 

- 

' 

i 

- 1 

- 

Removals 

1 

1 

- 

Remaining 

14 

2 

10 

27 

16 


1 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  voluntary  After  Care  OonuTiittee  continued  to  serve  both  the 
Borough  and  surrounding  Rural  District  throughout  the  year. 

Altogether  26  members  v.'ere  on  the  Committee  and  monthly  meetings  vjere  held. 
The  amount  spent  on  patients'  welfare  was  even  liigher  than  the  record  figure 
for  1 95A-  and  amounted  to  £239,  which  was  something  like  £20  in  excess  of 
actual  income.  The  increasing  expenditure  was  brought  about  by  i.iore  new 
cases  of  tuberculosis  being  notified,  and  the  members  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  their  efforts  to  help  patients  from  the  time  they  are  taken  ill. 

It  only  remains  to  add  a word  of  gra.titude  to  members  of  the  general 
public  who  always  give  such  splendid  support  to  the  Care  Committee  in  their 
work,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  funds  available  for  helping  patients  are 
raised  by  local  voluntary  contributions, 

luss  miiiiTURE  radiogr-'lFhy  service 


During  the  month  of  September  a third  visit  was  paid  to  the 
town  of  the  No,1  (Northants)  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  a number  of  volunteers 
drawn  from  local  firms,  secondary  schools  and  general  public  being  examined 
for  evidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

Since  the  unit  catered  for  adjacent  communities  in  the  Rural 
District  as  well  as  the  Borough,  the  figures  available  ap-ply  to  both  and 
cannot  be  differentiated.  It  is  known  ha/v'ever,  that  the  great  majority 
were  inhabitants  of  the  ta.vn,  and  even  if  all  the  findings  related  to  these, 
the  result  is  by  no  means  unsatisfactory. 


No,  of  films  taken  ... 

No,  not  previously  examined  by  M,M,R. 

No,  referred  to  Chest  Clinic  ... 

Active  Pul,T,B.  needing  immediate  treatment 
Inactive  Pul.T.B,  needing  occasional  supo2rvision 
" ” T.B.  needing  no  further  action 


Active  Pul, T.B.  Inactive  Pul,  T.B. 


I 

Male 

Female 

Total 

963 

958 

1921 

i 430 

I 

397 

827 

8 

10 

18 

2 

3 

3 

I 4 

I 

2 

6 

i 

1 

1 

Rate  -per  thousand  examined  ...  2, 60 


2,08 
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SECTION  G 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Part  I - Inspections  for  I'jurposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


No,  on 
Register 

' 

Number  of 

Inspections 

vVritten 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sects.  1 ,2,3, & 6 are 

' 

to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

13 

22 

4 

in  (i)  in  which  Sect,'/ 
is  enforced 

(iii)  Other  preirdses  (ex- 

36 

39 

2 

eluding  oubv^orkers* 
premises)  in  which 

Sect, 7 is  enforced 

10 

19 

4 

59 

80 

10 

. I I ■ 

NIL 

I 

Cases  in  vDhich  defects  Mere  found 


Particulars 

No, of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found. 

No,  of 
Prosec u- 

Pound  I 

Remedied  ! 

! 

. . i 

Ref,  to  H.M.  j 
Insp,  1 

Ref, by 

H.M.I. 

tions 

I'/ant  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

4 

4 i 

— 

- 

Overc r owdi ng  ( S , 2 ) 

- 

i 

_ 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temp, (S, 3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  vent, (S, A) 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floor  (S,6) 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S,7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

- 

3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (except  outworkers) 

- 

- 

12 

12 

1 

3 

NIL 

PART  VIII  - Outworkers 


Number  of  outworkers  registered  during  the  year  A 


18 
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SIM/IARY  OF  S.TOTARY  INSgECl’OR^S  VISTn\q  DURUnIG  THE  YEAH 


Housing 


Repairs,  Demolition  Visits  etc. 
Overcrowding 

Drainage,  V, C's,  sinks  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Pood  and  Drugs  and  ancillary  provisions 
Pood  - Inspection  and  Condemnation 
Slaughterhouse  visits 
Shops 

Petroleum  Licensing  and  Supervision 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 

Verminous  Premises  and  Infestations 
Infectious  Disease  and  Pood  Poisoning 
Itlscellaneous  Visits 

Pig  keeping  and  other  animal  corqilaints 
Nuisances 

Public  Conveniences 

Theatres,  Hotels  and  Places  of  Entertainment 
Rodent  Control 

• • • 

Schools 
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Temporary  Dwellings 

« 

I 

Interviews  and  Visits  to  Housing  Applicants  apaxt 
from  normal  Housing  or  Overcrowding  complaints 


732 

29 

176 

23 

139 

21 

89 

h6 

49 

72 

6 

4 

26 

42 

9 

21 

10 

17 

201 

6 

17 

511 


2248 
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